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suspended General Council were theoretically extended (Law of
April 23, 1941).
Again, the powers of the prefects to take decisions have been
strengthened* by numerous laws, especially with regard to the
finances of the communes (Law and Arrete published August
6, 1941). Their independence of local elements was increased by
the abolition of the various allowances paid to them out of the
budget of the departement, which have been replaced by the grant
for official expenses paid to them by the State (Law of December 2,
1940, and Decrees of January 7 and 10, 1941).
Private secretaryships to prefects of departetnents were abolished
by allowing them to lapse (Decree published August 9, 1941).
Many prefects were relieved of their duties and replaced by
others; almost all the others were transferred to new departements*
The members of the Conseils Generaux and the Conseils
d'arrondissement were relieved of all the administrative functions
they exercised in that capacity and replaced by persons appointed
by the prefects and sub-prefects (Law published June 26, 1941).
3. THE ARRONDISSEMENT
In the French administrative organization the arrondissement was
a division that was practically defunct and retained purely for
electoral purposes. The powers of sub-prefects had, however,
been increased for some years past, especially with regard to the
financial supervision of the communes.
The law of October 12, 1940, suspended the sittings of the
wnseils d'arrondissement and transferred their powers to the sub-
prefects.
4. THE COMMUNE
The essential cell of French local life has always, since the
Revolution, been the commune. Under the Municipal Law of
April 5, 1884, all the communes of France were administered by
elected Municipal Councils; each council in turn elected from
within itself a mayor and deputy mayors, making up the
corporation.
Until a recent date the city of Paris was the only exception to
this rule. The powers of the mayor were exercised by two State
officials, the Prefect of the Seine and the Prefect of Police. As a
result of grave abuses in its management the city of Marseilles had
finally also been placed under the authority of a State administrator.
The new legislation covers three different systems.
(i) Small Communes. In communes of not more than 2000
inhabitants, that is to say in the great majority of the rural